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Virtual Meeting

Menbers Present: Frederick County Council Member Phil Dacey, Eric Aellen, Frederick County Farm Bureau, Camren Hiton,
Brunswick Main Street, Rebekah D Lusk, Esq, Business Law, Bar Association of Frederick County, Kara Normman, Downtown
Frederick Partnership, Alice Settle-Raskin, Mount Airy Main Street Association, and Rick Weldon, Frederick Chanrber of
Commerce

Call to Order: Council Meber Phil Dacey called the meeting to order at 202 pm
Pledge of Allegiance
Walcame: Council Menrber Phil Dacey delivered welcaming remarks to the Small Business Advisory Comrission (SBAQ)

Anirban Basy, Econanrist, Chaimnan and CHD of Sage Palicy Group, Inc: M- Basu reported the current economy situation and
howit relates to small businesses

Role of Sell Business Advisory Conmrission and Charger: Council Merrber Phil Dacey explained that the Conmission shall
act as an advisory body that serves as a means for small businesses to be heard and understood, facilitate civic
engagement, and legitimize issues of inpartance to small businesses operating in Frederick County.

The responsibilities include: advising the County Council on ways to enhance and inprove the business climate for small
businesses in Frederick County, represent the views and needs of the simall business conmrunity, nonitor;, analyze, and
make recommendations for existing or proposed legislation of the County government for their inpact on small businesses,
review existing Frederick County Ordinances for reconmended changes through legislation to inprove the business climate
in Frederick County, review regulations and make reconmmendations on issues under the authority of County Government
that could be altered to enhance the business climate for small businesses in Frederick County.

Within one year of the first meeting, befare March 17, 2023, and annually thereafter; the Comrission will subrit a report to
the County Council. Two years following the first meeting, the Conmission will subnit a status report to the County Council
which will include assessment finding and recommendations: Upon subirission of this repoart, the County Council may submit
questions or requests to the Commission for additional information. The Conrission will have eight weeks to respond to
any requests. Lpon conpletion of this review, the Council will vote to reauthorize the Commission

The Conission shall adopt rules to govern its procedures and activities

Hection of Officers (Chair and Vice-Chair): Rick Weldon fromthe Frederick Chanrber of Conmerce and Rebekah D Lusk, Esq,
Business Law, Bar Association of Frederick County volunteered to be the chair and vice chair respectively. They were
elected unanimously.



Introduction of Mermbers: County Council Mermber Phil Dacey asked the SBAC memmbers introduce themselves.

Open Meetings Act and Rublic Infarmation Act Overview Frederick County Attomey, Bryon Back, discussed the
requirements of the Maryland Open Meetings Act and the Maryland Public Information Act.

Programs CQurrently Offered to Small Businesses by Frederick County, Office of Econamic Development: Council Menrber Phil
Dacey explained that there was a scheduling conflict with our representative fromthe Office of Economic Development. The
Commission Will receive their information at a later meeting.

Future Charter Review Conrission Meeting Dates and Times: Newly elected chair, Rick Weldon, will send out a Doodle poll
for members to give their preference for meeting dates;, times, and if the meetings will be virtual or in-person. M. Weldon
offered the use of the Chanmber of Conmerce meeting roomfor SBAC meetings.

Rick Weldon took over the meeting as the newly elected chair of the Sell Business Advisory Commission.

Other Business: Rick Weldon started a discussion on the Conmission Menrbers' abligation to do some outreach through their
individual organizations. Small business owners should be encouraged to submit their questions;, ideas, concerns and
attend SBAC meetings.

M. Weldon announced that the Chanrber of Conmrerce will hald a County Bxecutive forumon April 7.
Public Comments: None

Adjoumment: Antion to adjoun was made by Carmen Hlton and seconded by Eric Aellen The notion passed
unanimously. The meeting adjourned at 3:36 pm

Rick Weldon, Chairperson

Small Business Advisory Commission



