Conservation Practices

Soil Conservation and Water Quality Plan
• Commonly referred to as a Conservation Plan
• Constructed to identify and address all resource concerns on the
subject property
• Written as a result of a request for assistance from a landowner or
tenant on the property.
• All resource concerns are addressed and placed on a schedule of
implementation during the 10 year life of the plan.
• Strictly voluntary implementation except violations of nutrient
management regulations.

Frederick County numbers
• There are approximately 188,000 agriculture acres in Frederick
County based on the 2017 Ag Census
• There are 83,000 acres covered under current conservation plans.
• Planners update the plans when a new practice is added to the plan
• They also update expired plans that are older than their 10 year life.
• Currently the district is understaffed with planners but are hiring for
the position at both the federal and state level.
• Conservation plans are the first step in applying for cost share
assistance for the installation of Best Management Practices

Best Management Practices
• Commonly referred to as BMPs or simply practices.
• Designed and constructed to address resource concerns in the
Conservation Plan such as erosion and sediment entering streams and
rivers, exclusion of livestock from streams, manure management, and
nutrient management.
• Some examples are Tree and Grass Stream Buffers, exclusionary stream
fencing for livestock, Grasssed Waterways, Manure Storage, Roof Runoff
structures, watering facilities to provide water for livestock excluded from
streams, and conversion of crop ground to pasture for grazing livestock.
• Cover Crop is also a BMP that plants fall small grain to utilize leftover
nitrogen from row crops and maintain a root system through the winter to
help prevent soil loss through erosion.

Frederick County numbers
• During the past 12 months, Frederick County has completed the
installation of the following practices:
• 6.5 acres of Grassed Waterways to prevent erosion and loss of
topsoil.
• 667 acres of Pasture and Hay planting
• 30 Watering Facilities and 4 Spring Developments
• 6 Waste Storage Structures for livestock
• 4 Roof Runoff structures to channel rainwater away from
barnyards and into gutters and downspouts to be discharged into
grassy areas.
• In the fall of 2021, county farmers planted over 30,000 acres of
cover crop as part of the MACS cost share program.

