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Christine’s Corner

Hello! Can you feel it in the air? Feel what? SPRING! It is just around the corner and the perfect time to introduce the first edition
of the Community Services Division Newsletter. As you may remember from some of my initial meetings and then reinforced during the
pandemic, we are working hard to create a culture of One Division. We are doing awesome work and identify so well with individual Departments, we forget that the sum of the parts makes up the whole! Thanks to Sean Lore, Barbara May and their teams, we have gone to
print!. In this issue, you will read important Division updates, the latest on Covid19 and commemorate National Developmental Disabilities
Awareness Month in March, the month of the Young Child in April, Family Wellness Month in May and National Safety Month in June.
The plan is to distribute a Division newsletter every quarter. If you can think of topics or articles you would like to see included, please
let us know. Send your ideas to Maigan Pechnik via email at MPechnik1@frederickcountymd.gov

Departments of the Citizens Services Division
Child Advocacy Center (CAC) promotes child well-being by providing a safe, family focused center to address reports of child maltreatment. CAC seeks to prevent and reduce trauma to children and families using a
multi-disciplinary approach to investigation, prosecution, treatment, education & advocacy. Services are available by referral from both local law enforcement as well as the Department of Social Services. CAC works with
a team to ensure children and their non-offending family members or guardians get the services and support
they need related to the complaint.
www.frederickcountymd.gov/CAC
301.600.1758

Family Partnership (FP) serves expectant mothers and fathers, parents and their children birth to age 1 2
and young adults 16-24 years old with comprehensive integrated services to support and empower individual and
family stability, resilience and well being. The Center offers child development, parent education, health education, life and leadership skills training, adult education, English as a Second Language, employability workshops,
youth development, peer recreation and support, home visitation and services coordination.
www.frederickcountymd.gov/FP
301.600.2206

Housing and Community Development provides a diverse mix of affordable housing programs and resources
for low to moderate income renters, homeowners, homebuyers and organizations. DHCD creates and preserves
affordable housing, with an emphasis on special needs populations, including senior citizens and persons with
disabilities, and low to moderate income workforce households.
www.frederickcountymd.gov/Housing
301.600.1061

Human Relations investigates complaints of illegal discrimination in housing, employment and public accommodations. HRD provides support and assistance to the Frederick County Human Relations Commission and
the Frederick County Commission on Disabilities. The department is also responsible for monitoring compliance
by lodging establishments in the unincorporated areas of Frederick County with the obligation to provide human trafficking training to hotel employees.
www.frederickcountymd.gov/HumanRelations
301-600-1110

Office of Children and Families (OCF) seeks to create a more efficient and effective system of care
for the children and families of Frederick County by developing services; family, community, and financial
partnerships; designing goal-directed services that are client centered and family focused; targeting resources to families with the greatest needs; and implementing a monitoring system to determine client and
cost outcomes.
www.frederickcountymd.gov/OCF
301.600.1074

The Scott Key Center (SKC) mission is to foster a broad range of person-centered, integrated employment opportunities and community involvement for individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities
in Frederick County. The SKC vision is to be a leader in Frederick County by empowering adults with developmental disabilities to be included and valued as members of the community. They foster community integration through employment and public awareness. Each employee has the opportunity to work within their
range of abilities in order to function at their highest potential. Through enhanced training and educational
opportunities, SKC promotes creativity in order to develop meaningful employment in the community.
www.scottkeycenter.org
301.600.1600
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Departmental Updates
The Child Advocacy Center
 Services have continued through the COVID-19 pandemic but have been adjusted to ensure the
safety of the children, families, investigators and CAC staff.
 Forensic interviews have continued to be held at the CAC with limitations on who attends. All
people who enter the facility are being screened for symptoms.
 Our Forensic Interviewer has been conducting interviews both in a room with the child, one-onone, as well as through a virtual platform. We are also currently conducting in person medical appointments with precautions in place and all necessary PPE for medical staff.
Outside of these in-person appointments, all other services and staff are working virtually.
Family Partnership has continued to provide services to our participants utilizing virtual platforms, since the beginning of the Covid-19 pandemic. All in-person services are on hold until further
notice.
 Staff have continuously worked to engage participants through virtual learning services, weekly
check-ins, and delivery of activity bags/kits.
 Thanks to a number of various grants, FP has been able to provide basic needs to participants as
well as loan technological devices to assist with engagement.
 Youth and families are receiving virtual adult education, ESL, life skills and mental health services.
 Parents and children are also participating in child development, parenting and health education activities and workshops.

Housing & Community Resources Department (DHCD) has worked closely with partners to provide emergency rental
assistance to those facing economic hardship.
 If you, or someone you know, have faced economic hardship due to COVID-19 and are behind on rent, please contact
the Religious Coalition for Emergency Human Needs via their website:
www.thereligiouscoalition.org/rental-assistance-program
 For those without access to the web, please call 301-631-2670 Ext. 127 for information on how
to apply. Spanish speakers should call 301-631-2670 Ext. 128.TO BE ELIGIBLE: You must be renting in Frederick County.
 Ox Fibre Apartments located at 400 East Church Street will open this spring. This newly renovated historic building in downtown Frederick will provide 1, 2, and 3-bedroom apartments featuring
floor-to-ceiling windows and high-end amenities with schools, shopping, and entertainment all nearby. For rental information please follow this link: www.oxfibrepartments.com.
 Once again, the Homebuyer Assistance Program (HAP) has been a huge success! Since July
2020, HAP has been the final piece needed to assist 61 first time homebuyers for a total of
$532,800 in HAP funds and an additional 11 applications are in the pipeline on the way to making their dreams come
true. Another 45 first time homebuyers were assisted with a $400,000 Community Development Block Grant award
in 2020.
 Due to the expansion of multiple programs implemented over the past few years and the new federal emergency relief funding made available through the Community Development Block Grant Coronavirus (CDBG-CV) and the CDBG
Homeless Services, DHCD has added a new full time position and a part-time temporary
position to its team. The department’s expansion is vital to successfully meeting the increased fiscal management, administrative and reporting demands of current programs as
well as those pertaining to the $1.1 million emergency relief funds.
Office of Children and Families staff are teleworking and have been since March 2020.
 OCF has continued to provide funding and technical assistance to their vendors.
 The programs funded by OCF/LMB quickly switched their services from face to face to virtual.
 The Local Management Board and the Local Care Team continues to hold their regular meetings virtually to ensure
the important work for children, youth, and families continues.
Scott Key Center has, since the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic, suspended all in person services. However, ongoing
supports for clients and families is provided on a daily basis through virtual sessions.
 Staff have played a critical role in supporting food delivery through the Frederick County Meals on Wheels program.
 Staff have provided necessary janitorial services to various County buildings over the last several months.
 SKC staff have also been working at the COVID 19 Call Center assisting Frederick County citizens with scheduling
vaccination appointments and providing clinic information.
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Recognitions and Celebrations
March is National Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month

This month we recognize and celebrate people living with developmental disabilities in
Frederick County and throughout the nation.

People with developmental disabilities are members of our communities, they are our
family, friends, and coworkers. By increasing public awareness about obstacles and barriers, such as transportation and employment constraints we create a spirit of community that promotes rights and expands options to build strong more diverse and inclusive
communities for people of all abilities.

The American’s with Disabilities Act (ADA), passed more than 30 years ago, remains a
key component of civil rights legislation for people with disabilities and their families .

Frederick County Government
has a Commission on Disabilities
that focuses on awareness, advocacy and provides resources for
people with disabilities. To learn
more please visit
https://
frederickcountymd.gov/3440/
Commission-on-Disabilities

April is National Child Abuse Prevention Month




Friday April 2nd is
Wear Blue Friday.
The Annual Children’s
Festival will be held in
April - more information to come.

The Child Advocacy Center (CAC) will be posting daily activities and information related
to child abuse prevention on Facebook and Instagram. Everyone who participates online
will be entered in a weekly drawing for gift cards. There will be 5 drawings total and the
last drawing of the month will be for the highest value card and will include everyone who
has participated throughout the month. The CAC will be participating in virtual town hall
meetings across the county and there will be proclamations for Child Abuse Prevention
month across the county including a recording from the CE. In honor of the month we
will be putting pinwheel gardens across the county and will be inviting residents to
pick-up a pinwheel from the Healing Garden downtown to plant anywhere they would
like, in recognition of the month. The Friends of the CAC will also be hosting an online
auction of themed gift baskets to raise funds for the children and families of the CAC.

May is Family Wellness Month
Tips from The National Wellness Institute
Cook with your kids. Have quality family time to talk and laugh; teach your children
about math and science through the cooking process; and start some long remembered family
traditions.
Plan family nights. Playing board games are a great family activity. They can teach
children life skills and will provide opportunities for problem solving, learning how to deal
appropriately with losing (and winning), provide lots of stress relief, and spark creativity.
Hold regular family meetings, Children like to be part of the decision-making process;
even young children can help plan meals; determine who will do what chores; plan
what activities the family will engage in; and help with the establishment of family rules and
consequences.

June is National Safety Month
National Safety Month aims to increase awareness of safety and health risks and ultimately decrease the number of unintentional injuries and deaths in the U.S. The biggest threats to safety
are close to home: motor vehicle accidents, falls, accidental poisoning, choking, and drowning.
Always be safety conscious: buckle up; use car safety seats; use helmets when playing sports or biking; take steps to reduce trip and fall hazards in your home; install window guards; be watchful near
water; safely store medicines and household chemicals; put babies on their backs to sleep; know and
avoid choking hazards for children under 4; and make sure your home has operating smoke detectors and a fire extinguisher. For more information on safety go to:
https://www.stanfordchildrens.org/en/topic/default?id=10-ways-to-keep-your-family-safe-1-2331

3

