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Larry’s Cats
by Bette Stallman Brown

For years, Larry’s cats were living the dream.
They had a stable home deep in the woods, their
compassionate human “dad,” and all the food they
could ask for. A cat door allowed them to come
and go as they pleased.
But when Larry suffered a serious medical
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By Bethany Davidson

emergency, everything changed—for him and for
what he lovingly referred to as his “herd” of cats.
With Larry in the hospital, the cats were put outside, with a neighbor named Patty feeding them.
When Frederick Friends of Our County Animal
Shelter (FFOCAS) received the first email about
Larry’s cats, sent by a family member, we sensed
the desperation. Local rescues were full and
couldn’t help. To make matters worse, we hardly
knew anything about the cats. Were they socialized? Were they healthy? Because of his medical
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condition, Larry couldn’t tell us much. He thought
he had at least eight cats and could remember the
names of three: Camille, Tuxedo, and Norman.
FFOCAS’ mission is to help Frederick County
Animal Control (FCAC) save more lives. We do
this primarily by fundraising to cover the veterinary procedures needed by shelter pets. Our small
rescue program is a safety net for kitties who
might not do well at the shelter and for whom no
other rescue is available.
Continued on Page 2
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A Toast to Virtual Adopters

Closed. That’s what signs outside of businesses, organizations, and agencies read in March
2020 as the coronavirus spread across the
globe, and Frederick County Animal Control
(FCAC) was no different. Behind those closed
doors, FCAC staff faced a unique problem.
How would we find homes for our residents if
adopters couldn’t come in to meet them?
By April, we had come up with a creative
solution. Through our Virtual Adoption
Program, potential adopters submit an application designed to help our staff act as matchmakers. Once an application is approved, staff
choose up to three pets who fit the adopter’s
preferences. We email applicants the animals’
names, along with pictures and medical and
behavioral information. Adopters then have 24
hours to ask questions and decide on their new
family member. An adoption interview is conducted by phone, the adopter pays the adoption fee, and pickup is scheduled.

Toast

Initially, we worried about whether our
senior and special needs pets would find homes
through our virtual program. However, by
sharing their stories on social media, we’ve
been able to find forever homes for many such
pets. Senior cat Clark was the first to be adopted, followed by bonded 16-year-olds Dolli Sue
and Stan Lee, each of whom had medical conditions. Next, 12-year-old visually impaired
Benson was adopted. Still, we worried about
Toast.
Toast arrived at FCAC in March 2020 as a
stray. We noticed her wonky ears and found
that she was declawed on all four feet. She was
a little shy but sweet. Our medical team diagnosed the 8- to 10-year-old cat with chronic ear
infections, a food allergy, and anxiety. Toast
was placed on medications and a special diet,
started receiving regular ear cleanings, and was
outfitted with a cone of shame to prevent overgrooming.
With the help of a foster home, we learned
Continued on Page 3
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Director’s Letter:

Sheltering in a Pandemic
By Linda Shea

COVID-19 has changed many of the routines in all aspects of life:
travel, shopping, education, work, and even family traditions. Trips to
any public place are prefaced by ensuring that a face covering and hand
sanitizer are nearby. Animal shelter life is not much different.
At the Frederick County Division of Animal Control and Pet
Adoption Center, our first priority is the health and safety of people. We
have an advantage when it comes to reducing transmission of germs.
Every day, we come into contact with animals whose medical history is
unknown. Every day, pandemic or not, we are diligently washing hands,
avoiding prolonged contact, and disinfecting surfaces.
We did, however, implement significant changes in March 2020.
The most noticeable change is that our building is closed to the public.
While we miss our volunteers and visitors, remaining closed reduces
direct person-to-person contact and eliminates what would be a fulltime
job disinfecting after each person who comes into the building.
Animal care has not been compromised; in fact, shelter animals are
getting more one-on-one time with staff. We have bifurcated staffing
and implemented creative scheduling to reduce direct person-to-person
contact among employees. Animal control officers continue to respond
to situations involving animals at large, dog bites, animal altercations,
and assisting other agencies with emergencies. Technology has allowed
administrative staff to perform job duties both onsite and remotely.
We are still using foster care volunteers and appreciate their patience
as we ask them to wait outside or come back later while we provide routine medical exams for their foster pets.
Adoptions became virtual in early 2020, with staff acting as matchmakers. Since April 1, 2020, we have adopted out 412 cats and kittens in
collaboration with K.A.T. Café. Felines are typically our most concerning animal population due to the overwhelming number of intakes over
the summer months. We have also adopted out 35 dogs and puppies and
19 small pets, such as rabbits and guinea pigs.
While we have implemented temporary operating procedures to keep
doing what we normally do, we certainly look forward to a time when
we can resume “normal” operations.
n

Linda Shea is Director, Frederick County Division of Animal Control
and Pet Adoption Center
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LARRY'S CATS
Cont'd from page 1

Though we generally don’t have
much funding available for rescue,
2020 was an unusual year in many
ways. The lower pet population at
FCAC allowed FFOCAS to divert
more revenue to pets outside of the
shelter,
including
Larry’s cats.
We borrowed traps
from our friends at
Animal
Welfare
League of Frederick
County. We pulled up
the first day and two
cats came right up to
us: Tuxedo and
Norman, we later
Rae
found out. The welcoming committee.
Norman walked right into a carrier;
all the other cats scattered and had to
be trapped.
Each time we came out to trap, we
asked Patty, the neighbor, to withhold food the day before trapping so
the cats would be hungry. After each
trapping session, Patty would go
back to feeding the kitties at the same
time each day to ensure that they’d
be able to predict feeding time and
would therefore stay in the area.
Patty kept in touch, letting us
know how many cats were still out
there. She’s a dog person, so tabbies
became “brindles” in her descriptions. And when we thought we’d
caught all the cats, Patty didn’t let us
off the hook. No, she said, there’s one
more. A big grey and white: Hank.
In their foster homes, some of the
cats, especially the ones we named
Ralph, Barbara, and Donald, were
initially almost catatonic with fear.
Hunched into little tabby lumps,
they kept their heads down between
their front paws. But their devoted
foster mom broke through to them
with a back scratcher. By serving as
an extension of her hand, the back
scratcher allowed her to remind the
cats what affection feels like without
overwhelming them with proximity.
They turned out to be incredibly
affectionate cats with well-oiled purr

motors.
Norman, Tuxedo, and Blossom
adapted relatively quickly to their
foster homes. Rae, Moby, Camille,
and Hank just needed a little time to
come out of their shells. The one
constant among all of Larry’s cats is
their love of human attention and
affection.
Thankfully, these cats have proven
to be quite healthy
overall. In addition to
vaccinations
and
other basic vetting,
five of the kitties
needed dental procedures, including several extractions. And
Tuxedo has hyperthyroidism, a condition
easily managed with
inexpensive medication.
Now, at the start of 2021, we are
thrilled to report that all of Larry’s
cats have been adopted, one by his
foster mom and one with the assistance of our friends at PetConnect
Rescue.
In what might be the best part of
this story, the kitty we named
Blossom was reunited with Larry in
his new apartment. Larry let us know
that we mixed up names a bit:
Blossom was actually his Camille.
We think that both Camilles are
happy and don’t mind the mixup.
One has her dad back; the other is
headed to her loving forever family.
We’re glad that we were able to
help Larry’s cats, but FFOCAS and
other area organizations don’t have
the capacity to help all pets in such a
position. This experience has
brought home to us how important it
is to plan for the future. None of us,
no matter how young or healthy, no
matter how financially secure, can
predict the future.
If something happens to you, what
will happen to your pets? Please
make a plan now—write it down,
share it with friends and family—
before you’re faced with a crisis.
n

Bette Stallman Brown is
President, Frederick Friends of
Our County Animal Shelter

Our Mission: To prevent cruelty, abuse, and neglect of animals in Frederick
County by enforcing all state, county, and city ordinances to the fullest
extent possible. We will shelter homeless animals and attempt to place
them in safe and loving home environments. We will educate the public
on all animal issues to foster a more aware and caring community.
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Cont'd from page 1

that the senior feline craved affection from her
people. She enjoyed playing and gazing out the
window. But she despised other cats, couldn’t
use traditional litter because it was painful to
her declawed feet, and found the cone a bit
depressing.
Back at the shelter, we used this information
to make Toast’s life as comfortable as possible.
We housed her away from other cats, changed
her litter to a softer paper variety, and ditched
the cone, upgrading her to some very fashionable onesies. Before long, Toast was happily
roaming the front office in her PJs and cuddling
with her caregivers.
Meanwhile, a previous adopter named Olivia
Henry told her friend—who happened to be an
FCAC animal control officer—that she and her
dog needed a feline companion. After learning
about the shelter’s virtual adoptions, Olivia
checked out the available cats online.
“As soon as I saw her picture, I knew she was
the one,” says Olivia. “I fell in love with Toast’s
eyes; they’re utterly enchanting.”
“Her cuteness
was just mesmerizing,” continues
Olivia. “I could tell
she knew how
much
she
deserved to be
loved. I could tell
she would have a
sense of humor
and a little sass in
her attitude.”
On June 12,
2020, Olivia brought Toast home.
“My favorite thing about Toast is how unapologetically Toast she is,” says Olivia. “She is fearlessly playful and will interrupt me with whatever I’m doing and make me laugh.”
When Toast isn’t occupying a lap or shoulder,
she can be found birdwatching or helping to
keep the dog, FCAC alumnus Bert, in line. Toast
is so happy in her new home that she gets the
zoomies daily. “She loves to jump and climb and
run,” says Olivia.
Many potential adopters shy away from pets
with medical issues, but Olivia was up for the
challenge. And, she’s found, it’s not challenging
at all. Toast takes meds like a champ, enjoys the
ear cleanings, and her itchy skin is quite manageable with medicine and with her wardrobe.
“I know it’s not her favorite thing having to
wear pajamas to keep her from scratching too
much, but it’s my favorite,” admits Olivia.
Toast now has PJs for each holiday and a toastshaped cone. Toast and Bert even had buddy
costumes this year for Halloween: they went as
Continued on Page 4

View all of our adoptable pets on Petfinder (www.frederick.petfinder.com) or Petango
(www.petango.com/fcac).
Or stop by for a visit—you never know, you might just find true love!

FI

PHANTOM

Sweet Fi combines a touch of sass with an
outsize love of affection from her people. In fact,
she so loves getting attention that she’s been
known to smack a hand that ceases the petting
before she’s ready. This 5- or 6-year-old with the
enchanting green eyes will actually run to you
like a dog when you call. She would prefer a
home with just one other cat or as an only cat.

Looking for a human-focused cat who can hold up
his end of the conversation? You’ve come to the
right place! Two-year-old Phantom loves attention.
He’s happy rolling around on a lap … and
occasionally falling off! Next favorite activity: Play!
He can get a little intense in his silliness so is best
suited to a cat-savvy home without young kids or
other cats.

KIMBO

RHINO

Staff love derpy Kimbo! This 4-year-old guy is
well mannered—when he’s not wiggling with
excitement or sitting in your lap. He’s got good
Velcro dog tendencies and has done great with
other dogs.

A friendly little girl, Rhino is curious, confident, and
adaptable. She is ok with being held for short
periods and likes to hide carrots in her hut. This
Syrian hamster would love a home where she
could be allowed a safe way to explore outside
her cage every day.
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Out of Box Experiences
By Kate Luse

Gentle and sweet 5-year-old
feline Lilly was relinquished to
the Frederick shelter for urinating outside of the litter box. Her
veterinary records revealed a history of episodic inappropriate
elimination. Many cat guardians,
faced with this frustrating behavior and lacking the information
and resources to resolve it, make
the same painful decision made
by Lilly’s owner: surrender to a
shelter.
But it doesn’t have to come to
this. It’s easy to prevent litter box
problems from developing in the
first place. And if your cat does
develop inappropriate elimination, there is a lot that you can do to resolve the
problem.

Set Your Cat Up for Litter Box Success
To help ensure that your cat always uses the
litter box, first make sure there are enough
boxes. The rule of thumb is to provide one
more litter box than the number of cats in the
home; ideally, boxes should be available in
multiple locations. That way, all cats in the
home have options. If another cat is using
Litter Box 1 and the family dog is blocking
access to Litter Box 2, kitty still has Litter Box 3
as a backup.
Second, place the boxes in quiet, low-traffic
areas. Everyone appreciates being undisturbed
in the bathroom, cats included.
Third, consider using unscented clumping
cat litter as this is the type most universally
accepted by cats.
Fourth, keep those boxes clean! Scoop them
daily. Dump old litter, wash the boxes with
soap and water, and refill with fresh litter at
least monthly. You wouldn’t want to use a toilet
that hasn’t been flushed or a dirty bathroom;
your cat doesn’t either.
Lastly, provide your kitty with uncovered
boxes that are at least one and a half times her
body length. Don’t make the common mistake
of forcing your cat to use a cramped, covered
litter box.

The Role of Pain and Stress
If your cat urinates or defecates outside of
the litter box, understand that this is a cry for
help. Your cat is not angry at you, and he is not
being spiteful; he is trying to communicate that
something is wrong.
Your cat could have a medical issue, so the

first step in working to resolve the behavior is
to take kitty to your veterinarian. If he is urinating outside of the box, kitty could have a
urinary tract disease. For example, he could
have urinary stones, which are formed when
crystals in the urine clump together.
Experiencing pain in the litter box can cause
the cat to try other locations, as if hoping to
find a pain-free place to eliminate.
In addition to being uncomfortable or painful, urinary stones can cause a blockage, leaving the cat partially or completely unable to
pass urine. Because of their anatomy, male cats
are most at risk for this. Signs of a blockage can
include straining to urinate, crying out in the
box, passing frequent small amounts of urine,
blood in the urine, lethargy, and reduced appetite. If you think your cat may have a urinary
blockage, this is an emergency; get him to the
veterinarian immediately. Within 24 hours, the
blockage can cause a life-threatening build-up
of toxins in the kidneys.
Blockages aren’t the only urinary tract disease with the above-listed symptoms. Your cat
could have an overabundance of crystals in her
urine, or she could have a urinary tract infection or cystitis. Because you often won’t be
present when your cat uses the box, using a
clumping litter allows you to monitor the
amount of urine being passed. Many small
urine clumps in the box is a sign of a potential
urinary tract issue.
Defecating outside of the litter box could be
a sign that your cat is constipated or has full or
infected anal glands. Some cats with arthritis
will avoid using the litter box because stepping
over the side of the box is painful for them.
These are serious, painful medical conditions that require veterinary treatment, but

stress often plays a big role in the
development of such conditions,
and this is especially so with urinary tract disease. In such cases,
veterinary care is necessary but
not sufficient to resolve the problem. The cause of the stress also
must be identified and addressed.
Stressors can include:
•
not enough clean, accessible, comfortable litter boxes;
•
conflict with a human or
other animal in the household;
•
loss or addition of a human
or animal family member; or
•
lack of sufficient resources,
like cat trees, scratching surfaces,
toys, hiding spots, and feeding
stations.
Some cats who develop litter
box issues don’t have health issues, but are
stressed. In these cases, finding and addressing
the stressor is key to resolving the litter box
issue. If you can’t figure it out on your own,
seek assistance from a cat behavior consultant
or behaviorist.
For Lilly, the combination of veterinary care
and addressing the stressor in her environment
did the trick. A urinalysis showed that she had
a lot of crystals in her urine, so she was put on
a prescription urinary diet. And it turns out
that Lilly was stressed by other cats, so she was
moved into a foster home where she was the
only cat. But she wasn’t there long. Loving,
affectionate Lilly was able to add “always uses
the litter box” to her long list of appealing qualities, and she was soon adopted by a wonderful
family who reports that she still has perfect
litter box manners.
n

Kate Luse is a cat behavior consultant with
Healthy Cattitude Cat Behavior Consulting
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Bert and Ernie.
“It’s such a gift to know that I get to help a
sweetie like her feel loved,” says Olivia. “I
wouldn’t trade the experience for anything in
the world. I know Toast is grateful for me—and
even the dog, she just won’t admit it—for helping her to live her best life.”
n

Bethany Davidson is Humane Educator,
Frederick County Division of Animal
Control and Pet Adoption Center
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