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MDOT SHA Identifies Preferred Alternative
The Maryland Department of Transportation State Highway Administration (MDOT SHA)
is nearing completion of a planning study of potential transportation improvements along
US 15/US 40 from I-270 to MD 26 (Liberty Road). The purpose of the project is to address
the high number of crashes in recent years and projected increase in traffic volumes.
MDOT SHA has identified Alternative 4 (Inside Roadway Widening) as the
agency’s preferred alternative to improve vehicular safety and operations on US 15.
The project team is completing environmental evaluations and anticipates Federal
Highway Administration approval of Alternative 4 by spring 2020.
Upon approval, the project will move into the preliminary engineering stage, which will
refine the roadway design, stormwater management features and construction phasing
and determine other project details. All residential noise sensitive areas that have been
identified are recommended for further assessment and will be evaluated in greater detail
during the design phase.
MDOT SHA is also announcing a short-term project that will improve safety and
operations in the north end of the corridor between MD 26 and Motter Avenue –
see more information on the back page.
We welcome any feedback you have on the preferred alternative and the short-term
improvement! Details are available below and online at http://bit.ly/US15project. Project
team members are also available to answer questions.

Why Alternative 4?
Alternative 4 (Inside Roadway Widening) was identified as the MDOT SHA preferred alternative based on traffic and safety analyses,
potential environmental impacts, construction costs and public input. In addition, the study team included the option at MD 26 in the
preferred alternative. This option maintains the existing auxiliary lane along northbound US 15 from Motter Avenue to MD 26, as it provides
the best safety and operational results.
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Public Workshop Results

Alternative 4 achieves the following:

About 125 people asked questions and provided
comments to the study team at the Alternatives Public
Workshop at Governor Thomas Johnson High School
on June 13, 2017. The five preliminary alternatives were
presented, along with options, costs, environmental
resources and preliminary impacts.
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•	Acceptable mainline operations for existing and
future conditions
•	Highest safety benefits from all the other alternatives that
were presented at the Alternatives Public Workshop
•	Highest support from public surveys, as well as the
support from local elected officials
With the identification of Alternative 4, four preliminary
alternatives were dropped from further consideration. Dropped as
standalone alternatives are Alternative 1 (No-Build), Alternative
2 (Transportation System Management), Alternative 3A (Inside
Hard Running Shoulder), Alternative 3B (Outside Hard Running
Shoulders), Alternative 5 (Outside Roadway Widening), and the
option at US 40. These alternatives do not operate as effectively
or are not as cost effective as Alternative 4.
The option at US 40 is not recommended because of operational
concerns along US 40, due to the proximity to the intersection of
US 40 and Baughman’s Lane and safety concerns at the ramps
accessing US 15.
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Preferred Alternative! See Inside for More Details!
Request for Assistance
The Maryland Relay Service can assist teletype users at 711. Persons requiring translation assistance with this newsletter should send an
email to: shatitlevi@mdot.maryland.gov. Please indicate the desired language in the subject line.
Chinese:
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Vietnamese:
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Spanish:

Larry Hogan, Governor

Boyd K. Rutherford, Lt. Governor

Pete K. Rahn, Secretary

Gregory Slater, Administrator

OFFICE OF PLANNING AND PRELIMINARY ENGINEERING
707 NORTH CALVERT STREET, MAIL STOP C-301
BALTIMORE, MARYLAND 21202

Construction of Southbound Auxiliary Lane
Scheduled for Next Spring
A new lane for southbound traffic exiting US 15 at Motter Avenue will
break ground in spring 2020. The improvement will convert the existing
outside shoulder to a continuous auxiliary lane along southbound
US 15 to connect the entrance ramp from westbound MD 26 to the
exit ramp at Motter Avenue. The new lane will alleviate congestion
due to the weaving traffic flow between the MD 26 and Motter Avenue
interchanges. This project will help to improve operations and safety.

For More Information
For more information on this project, please go to		
http://bit.ly/US15project or visit MDOT SHA’s website at
www.roads.maryland.gov, click on Projects/MDOT SHA Project
Portal and click on the Projects Advanced Search link.
Type US 15 in the search bar and click Search then click US 15,
Frederick Freeway, and US 40, Frederick Freeway I-70 TO MD 26
(LIBERTY ROAD). To speak to the MDOT SHA Consultant Project
Manager, contact Leo Sawada at 410-545-8051, toll-free at 1-800548-5026, or lsawada@mdot.maryland.gov. The study team is
available to meet with businesses, homeowners’ associations, and
other groups as the project moves forward.

