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Jan H. Gardner

FREDERICK COUNTY GOVERNMENT iy flmsulive
DIVISION OF CITIZENS SERVICES Monica L. Bearden, Director
TO: Jan Gardner, County Executive
CC: County Council
THROUGH: Monica Bearden, Director, Citizens Services Divisiokn /
.~
FROM: Linda Bergofsky, Coordinator, Veterans Advisory Counci%
DATE: June 28, 2019

SUBJECT: Frederick County Veterans Advisory Council Annual Report

ISSUE: Annual Report of the Frederick County Veterans Advisory Council

BACKGROUND: The bill establishing the Frederick County Veterans Advisory Council was
enacted on May 1, 2018 and became effective on June 30, 2018. The bill amended Frederick
County Code by amending Chapter 1-2 and adding Sections 200 to 209. Pursuant to Section 208,
the Veterans Advisory Council is providing a report to the County Executive and the County
Council on its activities and progress in meeting its goals.

RECOMMENDATION: Staff is providing the required report for information only.

FUNDING IMPLICATION: No

ATTACHMENT:
Annual Report of the Frederick County Veterans Advisory Council
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Frederick County Veterans Advisory Council
Annual Report to the County Council
Year ending June 30, 2019

VAC Governance

e Convened the VAC for the first time in January 2019 and have since conducted 6
meetings in accordance with the Maryland Open Meetings Act.

e Undertook a separate strategic planning session to establish the VAC priorities of
building linkages to Veteran Serving organizations, raising awareness of Veteran issues,
and identifying opportunities to enhance services.

e Elected a Chair and two Co-Chairs and created an Executive Committee.

e Drafted bylaws for review by the County Attorney.

e Supported County staff in interviewing applicants for the VAC Coordinator.

Building Linkages

e Participated in regular meetings of the Frederick Veterans Service Network, the
Community Veterans Engagement Board, and the Hospice Veteran Advisory Council.

e Created connections to State and county Veterans Services Coordinators.

e Established a web site and an email listserv for the VAC.

Raising Awareness

e Organized an event in honor of Guy Whidden in recognition of his participation in D-
Day.

e Participated in several events highlighting Veterans and Veteran issues including a
screening of “Thank You for your Service”, an opioid treatment resource workshop, and
American Legion Veterans Recognition Dinners and retiree musters.

e Took a leadership role in planning a recreation and employment event “Heavy Metal
Playground”.

e Planned for participation in 3" annual Veterans Resource Day.

Identifying Opportunities

e FElicited information on Veterans needs through formal presentations from Federal, state
and local organizations.

e Analyzed reports and other materials from Veteran serving organizations to capture the
scope and magnitude of Veteran needs in Frederick County.

Plans for the coming year

e Continue participation in existing networks of Veteran serving organizations in the
region.
e Seek opportunities to present to other county boards and councils.



Guy Whidden Proclamation



Yoierans
Appreciation Day

13, 2019

Veterans come out and experience the
fun and excitement of playing on
heavy ecLuipment. This includes
| digging in the dirt, stacking tires, and
B smashing cars! Find out if becoming a
Wheavy equipment operator - one of the
highest paying jobs in the construction
industry - is for you! *Also, includes a
fun basketball game! THIS EVENT IS
FREE TO ALL VETERANS!

Sy

9 am - Family Recreation Park, 21036 National Pike, Boonsboro, MD 21713

This event is sponsored by the American Legion Post FSK 11,
and VFW Post John R, Webb 3258 in coordination with the
Frederick County Veterans Advisory Council. If interested in
attending or sponsoring a veteran, please contact David Kaye at
dpkaye@comcast.net.

Heavy Metal Playground Event Flyer



